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An example would be the use of term “ Muslim “ where the older text had ,Hagarene “ or “
Ishmaelite® or “ Saracen “ or the substitution of the word “ Muhammad “ for an original “ the
Prophet “ ; or the assignation of the Name of abattle familiar from the Muslim literary sources to
the description of battle originally unnamed.... (V)
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In 636 CE at the Battle of Qadisiyya the Sasanians under the leadership of Rustam were
defeated and the capital, Ctesiphon, fell to the Arab Muslims

The Armenian History attributed to g CLS & s oV 8 o)) Gmgige b OlS @ 045 4 las 0ol sl obyo
e o > Sebeos |
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Then the army of Ismael, which had gathered in the regions of the east, went and besieged
Ctesiphon
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the closest we get to a specific description is the work of Sebeos, an Armenian historian writing
in the late 7th century. He has two accounts of battles which modern scholars have assumed to
be those of the Yarmuk and Qadisiyyah...... In the 7th-century Syriac and Greek literature we
have not even the little that we find in Sebeos (f)
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until Muawiya prevailed and conquered. Having brought them into submission to himself, he
rules over the possessions of the sons of Ismael and makes peace with all (o)
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It was perhaps only with Dionysios of Tellmahre (died 845) that we really get a full awareness of
Islam as a new religion. Earlier observers had not always benn able to distinguish the religion of
the Arabs from paganism ()
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The history attributed to Sebeos has survived in a single late manuscript, Matenadaran 2639
(dated 1672). It was the last in a series of texts, constituting a virtual canon of historical writing,
brought together in this famous manuscript. A second, older manuscript (dated 1568) was
known and used for the first edition published in 1851, but it has since been lost. The editor,
T‘adéos Mihrdatean, was responsible for its widely accepted identification with a history of
Heraclius written by Sebeos,(Encyclopaedia Iranica )
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Later writers do not help us date this history more accurately. It is quoted at length by T’'ovma in
the early tenth century. But , as noted above, the earlier parallels in Lewond are not verbatim
quotations. So the existence of the History in its present form before 900 cannot be external
evidence (v)
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Mihrdatean divided the text ..... into three sections. The first two sections he ascribed to an to
an, Anonymous ,; only the third section did he entitle (A)
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his account is very incoherent und disordered
fail a4z 8 S [slaail 5] asll g o ylewls 51 (LT cpl) g
could easily derive from the Arab tales and battle song (1)
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Isho , yahb takes a very positive attitude towards the events of his time . To him there was no
doubt that God had given dominion ( shultana ) to the Tayy. What is more, he describes them
as “ commenders of our faith, “ who honor the clergy, the churches and the monasteries thus
the clergy of Nineveh ( Mosul ) evidently attributed the Nestorian losses to the Monophysites in
north Mesopotamia to the fact that the new rulers favored the Monophysites. Utter nonsense,
says Isho, yahb, it is quite untrue that the tayyaye mhaggraye helped the Theopaschites (i. e .
Monophysites ), the losses are entirely your own fault (\-)
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The Sasanian army would not have been able to muster such a large force against the
Arabs...... of the Long wars with the Roman Empire and the internal strife.
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In effect he had destroyed Sassanian military power, leaving the civil administration intact (1))
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Brok has considered historical references to the Arabs in seventh-century Syriac works, i.e.
those written by the People who witnessed the Arab Takeover of the Fertile Crescent. He
concluded that the authors did not, at the time, perceive Events as an organized conquest, (\Y)

5045 WS eoylil 03 Byh Al 0 desme slao,e g b ey, le (i 4 cdiwsss . ThOMAs Presbyter i, obgs ;)
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In the year 945, indiction 7, on Friday 7 February (634) at the ninth hour, there was a battle
between the Romans and the Arabs of Muhammad (tayyaye d-Mhmt) in Palestine twelve miles
east of Gaza. The Romans fled, leaving behind the patrician Bryrdn, whom the Arabs killed.
Some 4000 poor villagers of Palestine were killed there, Christians, Jews and Samaritans. The
Arabs ravaged the whole region. In the year 947 (635—36), indiction 9, the Arabs invaded the
whole of Syria and went down to Persia and conquered it .... O\v)
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Archaeological research has found no traces of Military confrontation in the sites of northern
Jordan. The two major battles between the Byzantines and the Arabs , at Fihl and Yarmuk,
have left no visible Impact on the nearby cities and Towns of Pella, Abila, Umm el-Jimmal, and
Jarash. (\f)
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of greater historical significance is the fact that the prophet is representedas alive at the time of
the conquest of palestine. this testimony is of course irreconcilable with the islamic account of
the prophet’s career (\o)
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This is the first explicit reference to Muhammad in a non-Muslim source, and its very precise
dating inspires confidence that it ultimately derives from first-hand knowledge. The account is
usually identified whit the battle of Dathin, which Muslim historians say took place near Gaza in
the Spring of 634 (\#)
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Auf keinen Fall aber kdnnen die Ausfuhrungen auf Presbyter Thomas zurtckgehen..... So muss
es sich um Aussagen handeln, die spaterer Herkunft, wohl aus dem 9 Jahrhundert, sind, in der
dann die Araberherrschaft auf eine frihere Invasion zurtickgefuhrt wird

oo o)Ll Wiz ope So 4 Thomas Presbyter s o a5 ass o aslol Sl

ohne aber schon eine neue Religion zu erwahnen (\4)
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the heavy sasanian cavalry was no match for the Arab light cavalry which was much more
maneuverable. (v-)
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The picture the contemporary literary sources provide is rather of raids of the familiar type; the
raiders stayed because they found no military opposition...... these were later selected and
embellished in late Umayyad and early Abbasid times to form an Official History of the
Conquest.(vy)
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By Christmas of 634 C.E. (13 A.H.) Sophronius is considerably more troubled, His problem is
documented at length in his Christmas sermon for that year, which survives in two
Greek manuscripts and in a Latin translation dating from the 16th century (vv)

e gy el LT s S 5, s Lah a8 e S Gy lokis lyel 1w S 45T 0 oad CulSs alisge sl 4o Gl

Much of the sermon revolves around the fact that the people cannot go to Bethlehem — cannot
even safely go outside the city walls of Jerusalem — for fear of the Arabs; therefor the traditional
Christmas procession cannot be held and the Christmas service cannot be celebrated in the
Church of the Nativity....This sermon is sometimes taken as evidence that the Arabs hat
already captured Bethlehem and an organized invasion was well under way; but the text dose
not support this view (vv)
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The archaeological record suggests that the area underwent a gradual process of social and
cultural transformation that did not involve a violent and sudden destruction of urban or rural life
atall (24
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